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Notollgloom ond
doomfororgonic
sir. As a countenveight to the ongo-
inggloomy stories on the decline
oforganic sales, we would like to
offer our own experience.

Our Honeyrose brand has seen
sales surge 7890 this quarlervs the
same quarter in 2oo9.ln thepnst
sir monthswe have added nrore
new business, including launching
lines in Sainsbury's, and are adding
capacity as fast as we can.

whi-le 2oo9 lvas a very challenging
year - companies falteredand some
failed -we were able toconsolidate
our business throughthe asset ac-

quisition ofone ofour competitors
(whichwas not selling organic).

We also felt the recession, but
ended with the best fourth'quartcr
in our 1o-yearhjstory.

When consumers' spending
powerrcturr]s, as webelieve is hap-
pcning now, companies that have
stuck to quality overtakilgcasy
shoftcLrts will stand stronger. we
believe the consumerwlll rcward
us for stickingto ourvalues in the
hard times as rvell. The future for
organic quality cakes, from our
viewpoint, looks bright.
Lise Mddsen, MDdnd founder,
Honeyrose Bokery

Foctoryforming
must be stopped
Sir, The lh€stock industry's contri-
bution to climatc chan!{e, as re
ported in the UN study, is 18%of
global greenhouse gases (Localised
Bill is'unhelpful'to emissions de-
bate, The Grocer,3 April).

Questiorls about conlpaing the
sector's impact with giobai trans-

port are based on a possible under
estimation of traDsport's emis-
sions, not on an overestimation of
livestock's emissions.

The Sustainable [vestock Bill
calls on thegovernmentto tackle
the environmental and social im-
pacts oflivestock production and
corstLmption across the wor1d. lt's
not just climate-changing emis-
sions - ourreliaDce on imporied
a)rimal feedand meat is wipingout
rainforests, rvildlife and local com-
munities in South America. The
current system is also failingUl(
farmers, many ofwhom have been
pushedto the brink byan unfair
system.

Whichever government comes
to power afterthe election must
leadthe move away from damag-
irg factory farming.
Kirtono chondrosekoron, food compo gn

er, Friendsofthe torth

Willtox increoses
boostsmuggling?
sir, l he Tobacco MaDufacturers'
Association claims the rccent to-
baccotax rises will increase smug-
gling (Letters, 27 March).

However, evidence fronl the U(
does not support this. Overthe
past decnde, the market share of
illegal cigarettes has fallen ftom a

peak ofabout 21% in the late r99os

to 12"/o (mid point ofestimatc
range) in 2oo7-08 tnot 24% as

claimed by thc TMA). Meanrvhile
lobncco taxes have continued to
rise it le.rst in linewith inflation.

Perhaps the real reason for the
TMA'S concern isthattax rises low-
er consumption and hence profits
for the industry.
Amondo 50ndtor4 reseor.h monoger, ASH

stokeholding, Ben €, Jerry's qppeqrs

to hove lostits light-heqrted ourq.

As it hoppens,lom o big foirtrode
fon, but let us not lose siqht ofiust
how monyseo ond oirmilesole
employed in the chose for such

cherished ingredients. Let us olso

rememberthot neither olthese ice

creom gionts ore produ(ed in the LJK

ond -in these troubled times -
wouldn't it be lovelyto embroce o

fun, indulgent, locolly produced

brqnd thqtfocused on bold thought-
provoking flqvours os opposed to
toking itself quite so seriously.

lce creom, ofter oll, should olwoys
be oboulfun!
lon Hills, Purple Pildqrd (mdrketinq

oqen.y) ond lormerly of Ben B Jerry's

Tole of o villoge
shopkeeper
Sit, A fewwords from a hunble
'village grocer: how times have
chanqedl

Longgone are the days when the
shoppingchoice $,as the Derby Co-
op orthe Derby Co-op. Days when
nippers no more than 1r years of
age could take a shoppingbasket
to school along with money and
ration books, dawdle to the Co-op
thendarvdle horne, a round trip of
three miles. Ihe dayswlen moth-
ers $'e!e carrying out the priceless
task ofbeing homemakers while
dad was out alworkmaking lhings
for home aDd e),?ort, ortoiling
downthepit.

Myjourncy ftom child to codgcr
beh ld the counterhas seen me
living in canada, South Africa and
NewYork. When we deparledthis
island for the first time, in 1962,

Great Britain really was "Great
Britain". We made enoughfor us
ard beaause we manufactured
the best products enough to ex-
port all aroundthe rvorld.

on each return we Doticed
changes bit by bit. First came Fine
Fare (self serve it was called, the
term supermarket not yet in
vogue). As our industies disap-
peared, lhe corner shops disap-
pcared, and the out-of-town shop-
ping Inonsters have fl oudshed-
You need a carto do your shopping
and a trolley whcn i/ouwall<the
seemingmiles of shelves.

We plan to retire this yearand,
with no purchaser on the horizon,
our village shop will become a non
descdpt house. Ironically, our near-
est shopwillbe a Co-op, a round
trip ofth,ree milcs.
mi.hoel Rigley, The Villoge siorcs,

Wellngboro!gh

Ben fr Jerry's: why so serious?
a Sir,ls itmy imoginotion or is Ben

tr Jerry's becorning 0n increqsingly
one-dimensionol ice creom
proposition these doys. with its
Foirtro de fixotion?

Troditionolly, the slightly eccentric
opposition to Hiiogen-Dozs's 'We still

live in the70's with ourponderous
pockoqing ond weorisome romontic
0ds'could be relied onfor o bitoffln
olong the woy-

Perhops jt hqs spenttoo long on
the shelf nextto its cenerolMills
mote or is struggling with its sector-

leoding stewordship.
But unlike brondssuch os

lnnocent, which hos stqyed true to
first princlples despite on
increqsingly influentiql Coke
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1. Eond to rtep oside d5 Asdo .hiel
exe iive

2. Asdq eyer bid tor Argos owner
Home Retoil Croup

3, Klqft bocks Codbury (ofd plon

4. lesco is Englond's otfi.iol World
Cup supermdrket

5, Cocq-Colo upsits5tole in lnno(ent
to 58%

tofds ore on interesting
ideo but will Codbuty
be selling Foirtrode
drinks now it's owned
by Kroft? lt's o greot
opportunity to mdke on
ethicol drinks outlet"
Anonymous

MPs wontto rcver up risqud lods'
mogs on shop shelves to protectthe
innocence of young shoppers.

Are lddr' mogr isst o bit of lun, ore
lhey disgru.elul fflth - or thould MPt
b€ woiryint oboul biggEr thinqs?

Andy Bond this weekcouqhtthetrqde
on the hop with the news ofhis
surprise exitfrom Asdd.

wh{t will be the mort lqeting legoay
ol his lenure?

a He node Asdo wodd.<lo$

a He mdde beinE qinger lookcool

a Tesao are further oheqd thdn evel
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